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EPA Update



EPA Update Overview

·Effluent Guidelines Update

·CROMERR

·Health Care Sector

·Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care 
Products (PCPP)

·Mercury ɀDental Amalgam 

·Pretreatment Streamlining

·Pretreatment Audit Findings
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EPA Office of Science and Technology

·Clean Water Act, 304(b)
·EPA required to annually review existing ELGs for 
ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÄÉÓÃÈÁÒÇÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÖÉÓÅȟ ȰÉÆ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅȱ

·Point Sources with existing Pretreatment Standards
·%0! ÍÕÓÔ ÁÎÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÔÈÅÓÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÖÉÓÅ ȰÉÆ 
ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅȱ ɏ #7!-έΪήɉÇɊɐ ÏÒ ȰÆÒÏÍ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÁÓ 
control technologies, processes, operating methods, or 
ÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȱ ɏ#7!-304(b)]

·Point Sources w/out existing Pretreatment Standards
·EPA must establish PT standards for pollutants not 

susceptible to treatment by POTWs or that would 
interfere with the operation [CWA -307(b)]

Effluent Guidelines Program Update



·1987 ɀCWA amendments added 304(m)
· ELGs keep pace with Pollution Prevention and treatment 

technology

·Every other year, after proposal and public comment, EPA must 
publish a 2 year plan for the guidelines program which:
· Identifies a schedule for the annual review of existing ELGs
· Identifies and establishes a schedule for any ELG revisions
· Identifies any point source categories not currently subject to 

effluent guidelines that discharge nontrivial amounts of toxics and 
establishes a schedule to take final action within 3 years.

· Preliminary plan for public comment every odd-numbered year
· Final plan every even-numbered year

·Most recent ɀpublished Sept 15, 2008

Effluent Guidelines Program Update
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START
Solicit Stakeholder Recommendations on revising existing 

guidelines and on targeting industries for new guidelines

Screening Level Analyses that 

Review Pollutant Discharges by 

Industrial Category

Publish Preliminary Plan

Identifying Industrial 

Categories for Detailed & 

Preliminary Study

Perform Detailed

and Preliminary 

Investigations 

Conduct Additional

Outreach Meetings with 

Stakeholders

Issue Final Plan

Decide Which Industrial 

Categories to Identify for      

Potential Guidelines 

Revisions or New Guidelines

Process for Effluent Guidelines & Pretreatment 
Standards Annual Review and Biennial Plan

Resolve Major Data Quality 

Questions or Other Issues

Collect Public Comments


