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Why FOG Control?

• FOG accumulation reduces capacity of 
collection system

• FOG-induced blockages can cause SSOs

• FOG problems increase maintenance costs

• FOG can impact the efficiency of the 
treatment works
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Who Should Regulate FOG?

• Public Works

– Public Works typically fixes problems

• Building Department

–Plumbing inspectors check “new” plumbing

• Source Control –Industrial Pretreatment

–Pretreatment staff inspect facilities “in operation”

– Pretreatment staff can take enforcement actions

– Pretreatment Programs have established rules
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FOG vs. Pretreatment

• A typical Pretreatment Program has the 
following regulatory hierarchy…

– Federal EPA sets standards, delegates permitting 
to state or may issue NPDES to POTW

• State Department of Environmental Quality or 
Department of Environment issues NPDES to POTW

– POTW issues Industrial Discharge Permit to industry

» Industrial User is regulated

• Pretreatment is fairly “linear”
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There aren’t many players at the table
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FOG Program Interactions

District Staff

Internal Stakeholders 

(Regulation, Training, Outreach)

Field Inspectors (Construction, Source Control)

Field Operations

Food Services Establishments

Preferred Pumpers

Partner Cities, Retail Involvement: PPP Coordinatation

Partner Cities: Contracted Wholesale PPP Management

Residential Customers

Restaurant Consultants

External Stakeholders 

(Coordination, Collaboration)

Field Inspectors (Construction, Source Control)

OR-ACWA, NACWA

OR-DEQ

Oregon Restaurant Association

Partner Cities: Plumbing Code Issues

Potential Preferred Pumpers

Regional Cities, Counties (Health Depts.)

USEPA

Water Environment Federation (WEF, WERF)

Communication includes:

District Website

Meetings

Training Sessions

Clean Water Services FOG Control Program
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FOG is a Crowd… and they ALL 
want to talk at once!
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External Stakeholders 

• EPA (CMOM & SSO rules, collection system audits)

• OR-ACWA 

• NACWA

• OR-DEQ, WA-DOE

• State Restaurant Associations

• Partner Cities: Plumbing Code Issues

• Potential Preferred Pumpers

• Regional Cities, Counties 

• Health Department

• Water Environment Federation (WEF, WERF)

8



Internal Stakeholders 

• Field Operations, Public Works

• Field Inspectors (Construction, Plumbing, 
Pretreatment)

• Food Services Establishments

• Preferred Pumpers

• Partner Cities: FOG Abatement

• Partner Cities: Contracted Wholesale PPP Management

• Property Management Companies 

• Residential Customers

• Restaurant Developers, Owners, Designers, Consultants
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How to Begin

• Management Buy-in

• Stakeholder Buy-in

• Develop Program Management Structure

• Establish Legal Authority

• Permit or No Permit?

• Establish Enforcement Options
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Clean Water Services’ Story

• 10 years ago, Field Operations & member City 
Public Works didn’t have a FOG problem… 
they had “Friday Specials”

• Source Control & CWS Field Ops identified 
“Friday Special” lines

• Source Control provided technical assistance 
to FSEs located on “Friday Special” lines 

• Goal? Stretch out maintenance frequencies
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CWS Story

• Four years ago –Oregon Restaurant 
Association asked ACWA for training

• Three years ago –FOG Abatement Program 
development included in Source Control’s 
Annual Stretch Goals

• Began meeting regularly with City Public 
Works & Field Ops to identify program 
elements

• Met with County Health Department
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CWS Story

• CWS identified resource needs for aggressive 
FOG Abatement –6 FTE !!!

• Management said look at other options…

• Found JEA’s Preferred Hauler Program, & 
asked to use it.

• Updated ACWA Pretreatment Committee on 
CWS FOG Abatement & Preferred Pumper
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FOG Abatement goes Regional

• ACWA members involved in Regional FOG 
Abatement Program development

• Met with Pumpers to develop Preferred 
Pumper Program

• Met with Restaurant Association to update 
them

• Letters to all FSE in Metro area
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Foundation of FOG Abatement 
Training –Training - Training
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Regional FOG Abatement

• Preferred Pumper Program

– Training for Pumpers

• Food Service Establishments

– Training for Kitchen Staff and Management

• Municipal FOG Inspectors

– Training for Municipal FOG Inspectors
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Web Information

• Preferred Pumper Program link… 
www.preferredpumperprogram.org

• Training for FSE & Municipal Inspectors… 
www.cleanwaterservices.org/fog
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Regulatory Language

• Regulatory language can be simple, like 

40 CFR 403.5(b)(3)…

• “Solid or viscous pollutants in amounts which 
will cause obstruction to the flow in the POTW 
resulting in Interference” are prohibited
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Municipal FOG Program Links

• Orange County Sanitation District (CA)
• http://www.ocsd.com/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=4203

• Spring Hill Tennesse FOG Ord.06-05
• http://www.springhilltn.org/PDF/GreaseOrdinance.pdf

• Town of Cary NC Sewer Use Ordinance 
Fats,Oils, and Grease Control

• http://www.townofcary.org/grease/fogordinance.pdf
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Municipal Links

• Naugatuck CT  FOG Pretreatment Ordinance
• http://www.naugatuck-ct.gov/Documents/Engineering/DRAFT%20FOG%20Ordinance.pdf

• California Generic FOG Ordinance

• http://www.calfog.org/docs/lacsdord.pdf

• Harnett County, North Carolina
• http://www.harnett.org/utilities/downloads/FOGOrdinance.pdf

• City of Monterey CA Resolution No.07-078 C.S.
• http://www.monterey.org/ccncl/resolutions/2007/07-078.pdf
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Municipal Links

• City,County of Honolulu FOG

• http://www.honolulu.gov/env/rc/index.htm#FOG

• Kirkland WA

• http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/__shared/assets
/Vendor_Sewage_Discharge4425.pdf

• King County

• http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/wtd
/Education/ThingsYouCanDo/FOG.aspx
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Thank You for Helping 
Protect Their World!
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